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Plant of the Year

Selections



Hummelo Betony

STACHYS MONIERI
HUMMELO

Full Sun Perennial

2019 PPA
Perennial Plant of the Year



Prince Charming Solomon’s Seal

POLYGONATUM
BIFLORUM NANUM

PRINCE CHARMING

Part Shade Perennial

2019 WNLA 
Perennial Plant of the Year



Lakeside Paisley Print Hosta

HOSTA X
LAKESIDE PAISLEY PRINT

Part Shade Perennial

2019 Hosta of the Year



AGASTACHE FOENICULUM2019 Herb of the Year



NATIVE, Naturally!™
Forbs & Grasses for 2019



Large-flowered Beardtongue

PENSTEMON
GRANDIFLORUS

Full Sun Perennial

This plant is endangered in some states 
and is rare to see in the wild. Penstemon 
grandiflorus is one of the showiest of all 
Penstemons! It is loved by bees and 
hummingbirds and is drought tolerant.



Prairie Phlox

PHLOX
PILOSA

Full Sun Perennial

Difficult to find in the trade, we welcome 
Prairie Phlox back to the catalog in 2019. 
Bright pink flowers make an impact in 
spring and attract hummingbirds, too!



Smooth Mountain Mint

PYCNANTHEMUM
MUTICUM

Full Sun Perennial

Not particularly showy BUT one of the best 
nectar sources for native butterflies and a 
Midwest Native.



Starry Solomon’s Seal

SMILACINA
STELLATA

Part Shade Perennial

A dainty plant and cousin to the 
false Solomon’s Seal. It has small, 

green berries turning black in 
autumn.



Elm-leaved Goldenrod

SOLIDAGO 
ULMIFOLIA

Part Sun Perennial

One of the shorter goldenrods, the 
Elm-leaved Goldenrod is appreciated 
by insects getting ready for winter. 



Plains Oval Sedge

CAREX
BREVIOR

Part Sun Grass

A hardy and versatile grass for a 
variety of conditions from dry to 
wet. 



Bristly Sedge
CAREX
COMOSA

Full Sun Grass

Carex comosa is valuable for Wetland 
Restoration. Plants provide Erosion Control 
and are appropriate for Deer Resistant 
Plantings, Rain Gardens and Water 
Gardens



Canada Wild Rye
ELYMUS
CANADENSIS

Full Sun Grass

Elymus canadensis is a native nurse 
crop for prairie seedlings and to attract 
birds.



New 
PROVEN WINNER 

PERENNIALS 
for 2019



Storm Cloud Willow Bluestar

AMSONIA TABERNAMONTANA
STORM CLOUD

Full Sun Perennial

In spring, new stems emerge near-black 
with leaves that are very dark green with 
silver veins. The stems stay dark 
throughout spring. Light periwinkle blue, 
star-shaped flowers completely cover the 
foliage in late spring, and rebloom for 
many weeks afterward. Although the main 
interest of this plant is in spring, it 
maintains a great garden presence 
throughout the summer and fall. Its wide, 
mounded habit lends itself well to be used 
in place of shrubs in the landscape.



Cherries Jubilee Baptisia

BAPTISIA X DECADENCE® 
CHERRIES JUBILEE

Full Sun Perennial

An unusually beautiful and unique flower 
color as well as densely branched foliage 
set this new variety apart. Deep maroon 
buds open to bicolor maroon and yellow 
flowers held on strong scapes above the 
blue-green foliage in late spring to early 
summer. Secondary branching on the 
flower stems makes this variety especially 
floriferous. As the flowers age, they turn 
gold.

PP23907



Nosferatu Daylily

HEMEROCALLIS X 
RAINBOW RHYTHM®
NOSFERATU

Full Sun Perennial

Similar to the highly regarded daylily 
‘Bela Lugosi’, this variety offers a 
shorter height, fragrant blossoms, and 
more prominent veining in the oval 
shaped petals.
Large 6”, shimmering dark purple, very 
sunfast flowers with a chartreuse throat 
and pie crust ruffled petals are 
produced midseason. A high bud count 
on well-branched scapes ensures many 
weeks of bloom.



Ruby Spider Daylily

HEMEROCALLIS X 
RAINBOW RHYTHM®
RUBY SPIDER

Full Sun Perennial

One look and it’s easy to see why this 
incredible daylily is a multiple award 
winner! The gigantic 9”, dark ruby red 
flowers are officially classified as 
“unusual form-spatulate” since the 
petals are long and spoon-shaped. The 
petals open very wide and flat, 
displaying the large, golden yellow 
throat and matching midribs nicely.



Appletini Coral Bells

HEUCHERA X DOLCE®
APPLETINI

Part Sun Perennial

PP29396

‘Appletini’ is the perfect combination of 
lime foliage and red flowers. Medium 
sized, lime green leaves have a silver 
overlay that makes the foliage truly 
attractive. Its best feature is arguably its 
stunning flower color: dark rose red stems 
hold rich ruby red flowers, starting in early 
summer.



Silver Gumdrop Coral Bells

HEUCHERA X DOLCE®
SILVER GUMDROP

Part Shade Perennial

PP29207

Unlike other silver Heucheras on the 
market, ‘Silver Gumdrop’ has vibrant pink 
flowers instead of the typical white or 
cream. Match it with its silver, iridescent 
leaves with a semi-glossy finish and you 
have a winning combination. ‘Silver 
Gumdrop’ is a smaller scale Heuchera, 
the perfect size for a container. Its silver 
leaves take on a rosy blush overtone 
later in the season for additional interest.



Black Pearl Coral Bells

HEUCHERA X PRIMO®
BLACK PEARL

Part Sun Perennial
PP29395

Meet the new standard in black Heuchera. 
‘Black Pearl’ forms an incredibly dense 
habit of shiny, jet black leaves with 
scalloped, ruffled edges. Each 4-4½” leaf 
has rosy purple undersides, revealed with 
the intense ruffling of the leaves. To top it 
off, ‘Black Pearl’ keeps its intense black 
color even in full sun, 



Wild Rose Coral Bells

HEUCHERA X PRIMO®
WILD ROSE

Part Sun Perennial
PP29395

This easily distinguishable Heuchera 
stands out with its large leaves and bright, 
uniquely colored foliage. 'Wild Rose' forms 
a dense habit of large, bright rosy purple 
leaves with deep charcoal gray veining. 
The prominent dark veining really causes 
the foliage color pop, making it a great 
choice for shade. Upright, dark burgundy 
rose flower scapes have matching dark 
buds that open to rosy pink flowers.



Bottle Rocket Golden-ray

LIGULARIA X 
BOTTLE ROCKET

Part Shade Perennial

PP24486

Over the past few years in our trials, we 
have been impressed by the more compact 
habit and excellent garden performance of 
this sport of 'Little Rocket’. This is a 
perfectly proportioned plant with its mustard 
yellow flowers held on chocolate stems just 
at the top of the dense clump of foliage so 
no naked stems are showing. The flowers 
are held like a bouquet in the center of the 
clump, and there are more flowering stems 
per plant than its parent.



Pardon My Pink Beebalm

MONARDA DIDYMA 
PARDON MY SERIES
PARDON MY PINK

Full Sun Perennial
From mid through late summer, cheerful true 
medium pink flowers sit just at the top of the 
foliage. Though the plant may be dwarf, the 
flowers are the same size as taller selections, 
measuring a full 2½ - 3 inches across. They 
add a bright splash of color to the border in high 
summer.
This new selection also offers good resistance 
to powdery mildew, a problem with many older 
Bee Balms. Just provide good air circulation, 
sunshine, and plenty of water and these plants 
will thrive!



Leading Lady Plum Beebalm

MONARDA X
LEADING LADY
PLUM

Full Sun Perennial

Bee Balm typically bloom in midsummer, 
but ‘Leading Lady Plum’ leads the way in 
early summer, flowering earlier and 
forming a more petite clump than other 
Bee Balm (like ‘Pardon My Purple’). She 
typically blooms from early summer into 
midsummer and grows just a foot tall.

PP26447



Cat’s Meow Catmint

NEPETA X FAASSENII
CAT’S MEOW

Full Sun Perennial

Unlike most Nepetas that have a bit of a 
wild, unkempt look, this first class 
selection keeps its tidy, dense, rounded 
shape all season long. ‘Cat’s Meow’ has 
everything today’s gardeners are looking 
for: a low maintenance, drought tolerant, 
deer resistant, long blooming perennial 
that looks great all season.

PP24472



Denim ‘n Lace Russian Sage

PEROVSKIA ATRIPLICIFOLIA
DENIM ‘N LACE

Full Sun Perennial

Denim ‘n Lace’ doesn’t get too tall, has 
stronger stems and a more upright habit 
than most older varieties. Lacy-like, bright 
sky blue flowers are held on amethyst 
calyxes. Its calyxes are spaced very 
close together to give the flowers a very 
full look. The colorful calyxes make it look 
like it is still in bloom even when it is past 
peak. You’ll have great color nearly all 
season long.

PP28445



Crystal Blue Sage

SALVIA NEMOROSA
COLOR SPIRES®
CRYSTAL BLUE

Full Sun Perennial

‘Crystal Blue’ Salvia is the first of its 
kind—an incredibly unique light sky blue 
(most perennial Salvias are darker 
purple), a cool shade perfectly fitting for a 
perennial that blooms relatively early in 
the season. It forms a dense, rounded 
clump of aromatic, rugose grey-green 
foliage that looks nice all season long 
and is not enjoyed by rabbits or deer.

PP26344



New PERENNIALS for 2019



Blue Boa Hyssop

AGASTACHE X
BLUE BOA

Full Sun Perennial

Welcome back! Unlike any other 
Agastache, this beauty produces 
luxurious, deep violet-blue flower spikes 
held over ultra-green foliage. The flower 
spikes are long, wide and extremely 
showy. It's a great perennial color spot 
for summer bloom. It’s drought tolerant 
once established and attracts 
hummingbirds as well as butterflies and 
bees.

PP24050



Blue Eddy Onion

ALLIUM SENESCENS
BLUE EDDY

Full Sun Perennial

Alliums continue to be a popular choice for 
gardens and landscapes alike. Last season 
we sold out of Allium Millenium AND Summer 
Beauty! Blue Eddy is a great addition to our 
catalog. It has globes of showy, fragrant, 
pastel lavender-pink and very compact 
clumps of strongly swirling blue-grey, strap-
like foliage are reminiscent of “small swirling 
eddies of water”.



Ozawa Japanese Onion

ALLIUM THUNBERGII 
OZAWA

Full Sun Perennial

Difficult to find in the trade these days, 
this dwarf selection is a garden-worthy 
allium. This selection only reaches a 
maximum height of 10"...perfect for the 
rock garden. The narrow, thread-like 
foliage makes a small clump that is 
topped in October and November with 
1" rounded heads of bright violet 
flowers...a real cutie!



Ballerina Red Sea Thrift

ARMERIA PSEUDARMERIA
BALLERINA RED

Full Sun Perennial

Ballerina Red bears rose-red flower 
clusters for many weeks starting in mid-
spring. Trim off the spent flowers to 
encourage repeat blooming. It produces 
larger flower clusters, broader leaves, 
stiffer flower stems and stands taller. 
Good rock garden or edging plant. Also 
excellent in tubs or mixed containers, 
particularly alpine trough gardens.



Blushing Pink Tickseed

COREOPSIS X PERMATHREAD™ 
BLUSHING PINK

Full Sun Perennial

Sweet Dreams is hard to find in the 
trade. Enter Blushing Pink! Baby pink 
flowers soften to blushing near-white as 
they mature. The PERMATHREAD™ 
series flowers are sterile, they appear 
over a long period from early through 
late summer and if cut back, the plants 
can be encouraged to rebloom until 
frost.

PPAF



Cherry Blast Tickseed

COREOPSIS X PERMATHREAD™ 
CHERRY BLAST

Full Sun Perennial

Heaven’s Gate is no longer available in 
the trade. Thank Heaven we found 
Cherry Blast! Pinkish red with white tips, 
the PERMATHREAD™ series flowers 
are sterile. They appear over a long 
period from early through late summer 
and if cut back, the plants can be 
encouraged to rebloom until frost.

PPAF



Tall Blue Larkspur

DELPHINIUM
EXALTATUM

Part Sun Perennial

A US Native, whose range is from Alabama to 
Pennsylvania, this Delphinium enjoys bright to 
average shade. Topping out at 3’-6’, with bright 
blue flowers from July to September. WOW!



Clusterhead Pink

DIANTHUS 
CARTHUSIANORUM

Full Sun Perennial

To a surprising 30” tall, rare & reliably 
perennial “Clusterhead Pink” blooms 
Spring to Fall with clusters of brilliant 
pink blooms bobbing atop strong, 
upright, leafless stems. Low, dense 
foliage mound to 12” across. A see thru 
plant for the edge of the border. 



Coconut Surprise Pinks

DIANTHUS X SCENT FIRST™
COCONUT SUPRISE

Full Sun Perennial

A repeat blooming, heavy flowering 
and highly fragrant variety with 
spicy, clove-scented, double, 
burgundy centered, pure 
white flowers.



Rainbow Marcella Coneflower

ECHINACEA X BUTTERFLY™
RAINBOW MARCELLA

Full Sun Perennial

Bred for hardiness, long-lasting 
bloom and compact habit. Rainbow 
Marcella features single petaled, 
flowers the color of orange sherbet 
that age to soft, raspberry pink.

PPAF



Adobe Orange Coneflower

ECHINACEA X SOMBRERO®
ADOBE ORANGE

Full Sun Perennial

Sombrero Adobe Orange has a 
compact habit and super-charged 
blooming power producing lightly-
scented orange daisy flowers for 
months. One of the best orange 
Echinacea on the market today. 

PP26639



Granada Gold Coneflower

ECHINACEA X SOMBRERO®
GRANADA GOLD

Full Sun Perennial

Sombrero Granada Gold has a 
compact habit and super-charged 
blooming power producing lightly-
scented, rich golden-yellow daisy 
flowers for months.

PPAF



Thorndale Ivy
HEDERA HELIX 
THORNDALE

Part Shade Perennial

Thorndale' ivy boasts attractive dark 
green leaves with a prominent central 
lobe and creamy white veins. It is grown 
primarily for its lush foliage, which forms 
a cool, green cover on walls or ground. It 
thrives in containers and hanging 
baskets, cascading over the sides. 
Excellent for stabilizing slopes and other 
erosion problems. Light green new 
growth contrasts with the glossy dark 
green of mature foliage. Thrives even in 
poor soils.



Double Sunstruck Sunflower

HELIOPSIS HELIANTHOIDES
DOUBLE SUNSTRUCK

Full Sun Perennial

Double Sunstruck forms a compact, 
bushy mound of silver and green 
variegated leaves, bearing 
branching heads of large, double, 
fluffy, sunshine-yellow, daisy 
flowers. Removing faded flowers 
regularly will greatly extend the 
blooming season. Attractive to 
butterflies. 

PP26608



First Dance Lenten Rose

HELLEBORUS X 
WEDDING PARTY™
FIRST DANCE

Full Shade Perennial

Helleborus 'First Dance' bears 2-2½" double 
flowers that range from bright yellow to yellow 
with a maroon picotee edge and veining.
The WEDDING PARTY™ series showcases 
double flowered selections, available in 
numerous, beautiful color shades. Plants in this 
series have notable vigor, showy floral displays 
with large numbers of blossoms per plant, and 
rich flower colors. 



Ruby Stella Daylily

HEMEROCALLIS X
RUBY STELLA

PP 23095

Full Sun Perennial

Deep wine-red blooms appear in late 
spring, emerging from light green buds. 
The huge, ruffled petals open to reveal 
the golden yellow-light green throats, 
with long, study antlers protruding. Each 
petal has a single streak of pink down 
the center, adding that little extra to 
each bloom.



Pumpkin Spice Foamy Bells

(X) HEUCHERELLA X
PUMPKIN SPICE

Part Sun Perennial

PP29925

Bronze red leaves emerge in late spring 
and hold its color well into early summer. 
Each 4” lobed leaf has deep mahogany 
centers that follow the veins of the leaf. 
Dark red stems hold cream flowers that 
appear in early summer. For best foliage 
color and performance, plant in an area 
with filtered sun or afternoon shade.



Rhino Hide Hosta
HOSTA X
RHINO HIDE

Part Shade Perennial

You have to feel it to believe it! “The 
texture and substance of the leaves 
remind you of a rhino’s hide. Slugs 
can’t touch it!
Leaves of extremely thick substance 
have wide, blue margins and a narrow, 
light green center that brightens to 
yellow. They are cupped and 
puckered, forming a medium to large 
sized clump in the landscape.

PP23665



Kobold Original Blazing-star

LIATRIS SPICATA
KOBOLD ORIGINAL

Full Sun Perennial

VEGETATIVE FORM !
A shorter cultivar that offers 
uniformity in height. Stock is totally 
from division, not seed. 
Characteristics of this selection are 
the same as the seed strain, L. s. 
'Kobold', except that it grows only 
about half as tall.



Oswego Tea

MONARDA DIDYMA

Full Sun Perennial

Monarda didyma is native to eastern 
North America from Maine west to 
Ontario and Minnesota, and south to 
northern Georgia. Its odor is 
considered similar to that of the 
bergamot orange. It features tubular, 
two-lipped, bright scarlet-red flowers 
crowded into dense, globe shaped, 
flowerheads somewhat resembling 
unkempt mop-heads.



Cherry Pops Bee Balm
MONARDA X SUGAR BUZZ®

CHERRY POPS

Full Sun Perennial

SUGAR BUZZ® Monardas are perfectly 
suited to the middle of the flower border. 
In midsummer, 'Cherry Pops' forms a 
solid dome of cherry red, 2-2½” flowers 
on strong, well-branched stems. It forms 
an upright clump that will fill out 
containers nicely but won’t run all over 
the garden. It displays above average 
resistance to powdery mildew.

PP27618



Early Bird Catmint

NEPETA X
EARLY BIRD

Full Sun Perennial

The earliest blooming Nepeta that we 
know of, with flowers starting in May 
and lasting up to six weeks! Clean, 
aromatic foliage and a compact habit 
make it an excellent groundcover.



Prince Charming Solomon’s Seal

POLYGONATUM
BIFLORUM NANUM

PRINCE CHARMING
Part Shade Perennial

2019 WNLA 
Perennial Plant of the Year

Prince Charming’ is a creeping, 
rhizomatous, herbaceous perennial 
hybrid cultivar that typically grows to 
12” tall but spreads somewhat 
vigorously over time to 2-3’ wide. 
This cultivar is particularly noted for 
its compact height, mid-spring 
bloom, ability to bloom well as a 
young plant, green-maturing-to-
blue/black berries and yellow fall 
foliage color.



New FERNS
for 2019



Regal Red Fern
ATHYRIUM NIPONICUM
REGAL RED

Full Shade Fern

Stunning red-violet fronds with silver-striped 
veins and tips replaces Burgundy Lace Fern



The King Ostrich Fern
MATTEUCCIA STRUTHIOPTERIS
THE KING

Part Shade Fern

'The King' is a larger variety than the 
species. It features a large crown, a 
large vase-shaped clump of sterile 
fronds and fertile fronds that grow up to 
50% larger than the species (often to 
as much as 7' tall).



New GRASSES
for 2019



Dancing Wind Big Bluestem

ANDROPOGON GERARDII
DANCING WIND

Full Sun Grass

Dancing Wind was selected for its beautiful 
late season color. It has blue-green to silvery 
blue foliage becoming red-toned in August, 
deepening to dark red in September, then 
scarlet after frost.

PP26892



PP26892

My Fair Maiden™ Grass

MISCANTHUS SINENSIS
MY FAIR MAIDEN™

Full Sun Grass

My Fair Maiden™ is a new Miscanthus 
sinensis distinguished by its attractive 
vase-shaped form and showy 
inflorescences, which glitter and shine 
in the sun. It was created to have 
extremely low seed set and viability. 
This virtual sterility is especially 
important in today’s market.

PP26892



Jambalaya™ Fountain Grass

PENNISETUM
ALOPECUROIDES

JAMBALAYA™

Full Sun Grass

Jambalaya™ forms tidy, uniform 
mounds with slender erect foliage and 
silvery-pink plumes. A long-flowering 
infertile variety that won’t self-sow. 
Prefers Sun-Part Shade, reaches a 
height of 38 inches and is hardy in 
zones 5 to 9. 

PPAF



Small Fruits
for 2019



AUNT MOLLY Ground Cherry

Physalis pruinosa Aunt Molly

Aunt Molly is a Polish variety 
of Ground Cherry prized for its 
clean, citrus flavor. It has a 
sprawling habit that makes it 
good for containers with a 
trellis. Harvest 70 days from 
transplant.
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